[Preliminary results of the study of the relationship between cricopharyngeal incoordination and gastroesophageal reflux in infants].
The authors summarise the results of barium swallow examinations and polysomnographic studies performed on 66 infants (41 male, 25 female), average age 63 days (26-130 days). Oesophageal pH monitoring was also performed as part of the polysomnographic examination. The results showed the highest incidence of cricopharyngeal incoordination (CPI) in the 6-10 weeks age group. Although they failed to demonstrate statistical significance between CPI and increased gastro-oesophageal reflux, they consider the two entities to be most probably related. No relation was found between CPI and abnormal polysomnographic results. They give an overview of the literature on the pathology of the cricopharyngeal muscle and with regard to the lack of uniformity in the terminology of previous publications, they present their use of terminology.